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Canada 
• 9,984,670 km2  

 

• 36 million people  

 

• Multicultural/Indige

nous 

 

• 75% live within 100 

miles from the US 

border 

 

• Life Expectancy at 

Birth: 82 years 

    (Inuit: 64M/73F) 

 

• 1/6 over the age of 

65 years 
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We Want An Integrated Primary Care 

System That Will  ……. 

 Offer primary care services for a defined 

population 

 Be patient, carer and family-focused 

 Provide comprehensive services with 

inter-professional teams 

 Link with health and social care sectors 

 Be accountable for outcomes 
Canadian Academy of Health Sciences, 2011 



4 

Canadian Medicare:  
Universal Health Care Insurance 

 
 

 

 Health service delivery a provincial responsibility 

 13 provincial/territorial health care insurance programs 

 

 Federal government funds provinces through the 

Canada Health Transfer ($36 Billion – 2016-7 – per 

capita). Contributions have been decreasing over time.  
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Primary Care Models in Ontario - 2016 

 Family Health Group (2003) –  2565-  20.5% 

 Comprehensive Care Model (2005) - 377– 3.0% 

 Family Health Network (2002) – 230- 1.8% 

 Family Health Organization (2007) – 5033 – 40.2% 

 Rural/ Northern Physician Group Agr.(2004) 98 – 0.8% 

 Nurse Practitioner Led Clinic (2007) – 97 

 Family Health Team (2005) – 2771 - 22.1% 

 

Plus Specialty Clinics and Integrated 

Primary/Hospital/Rehab Models (Kaiser - Like??) 
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Patient Care Groups Proposal 

 A New Model of Population Based Primary 

Care for Ontario, Price et al., 2015 

 

 

Expert Advisory Committee on 

Strengthening Primary Care in Ontario 
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Challenges in Canada  
 System Complexity 

 Physician Engagement (Doctors Nova Scotia Report, 

April, 2017) 

 Teamwork 

 Requirements for Investment 

 Equity 

 Evidence-Informed Decision-Making – Performance 

Indicators 

 Transformative Potential 

Hutchison, Levesque et al., Primary Care in Canada, 

Milbank Quarterly, 2011 89(2) 256-288 
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Coordination of Care 
Communication between Emergency Room, Hospital and Doctor 

9 

Osborn et al 2015 
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Coordination of Care 
with Social Care Services 

35% 
of Canadian primary care doctors thought it was easy or very easy to 
coordinate their patient’s care with social services or other community 
providers when needed (e.g., housing, meals, transportation). 
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Canadian Innovations in Primary 

Care 
 

Access and Integration Experiments 

Patient Portals and Apps 

Integrated Chronic Care Services 

Paying Physicians for Complex Care 

Refugee and Mental Health Clinics 

Risk Assessment Tools 
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                  Intro PHC (1 or 2 slides) 

 
Wellness 

Promotion, 
Chronic 
Disease 

Prevention & 
Risk Factor 

Management 

ICCS is provincial service 
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EXCITING OPPORTUNITY FOR 
INTEGRATED PRIMARY CARE RESEARCH 
 
SPOR Innovations in Clinical Trials 
 
Canadian Institutes of Health Research 
Competition, Review Panel, January, 
2017 
 
 Social context?!! Patient/Family 
Oriented Care?!! Health Systems 
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Scotland – New Scotland 


